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Abstract:

In recent years, school accreditation has garnered increasing attention as a primary mechanism for
ensuring educational quality and enhancing learning outcomes, particularly in early childhood
education, which is considered one of the most critical and formative stages in children's development
and subsequent learning. Despite the growing emphasis on implementing accreditation standards in
educational institutions, most previous studies have focused on measuring the level of implementation
and availability of accreditation standards using quantitative approaches. In contrast, teachers'
professional experiences and the meanings they construct regarding school accreditation have received
limited attention in the educational literature, particularly within the context of early childhood
education.

This study aimed to explore how early childhood teachers perceive school accreditation, the meanings
they attribute to it within the context of their daily professional practices, and the professional and
emotional experiences associated with implementing its requirements within educational settings. The
study adopted an interpretive qualitative approach, drawing on a conceptual framework that integrates
Sensemaking Theory, the literature on accountability pressure, and Emotional Labor Theory. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews with early childhood teachers and analyzed using
thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns and meanings reflected in the participants. The study
is expected to provide a deeper understanding of teachers' professional experiences with school
accreditation from their own perspectives and to reveal how quality assurance and accountability
requirements interact with everyday educational practices in early childhood settings. The findings are
also expected to support educational policymakers and quality assurance developers in designing
accreditation practices that are more responsive to teachers' professional realities and needs.
Keywords: School Accreditation, Early Childhood, Teachers' Experiences, Meaning-Making,

Qualitative Research, Educational Accountability, Emotional Labor
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